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for the use of the working classes. Sir Richard Cross, Home
Secretary, was the author of this bill. There was also an im-
portant Act dealing with trade unions which is described later.

The Suez Canal. But 'the improvement of the conditions of
the people' was only one item in Disraeli's policy; another was
'the preservation of our empire'. The Suez Canal had been built
by a French company in 1869, and it was jointly owned by this
company and by the Khedive (ruler) of Egypt. Henceforth the
shortest route to India lay through a cbottle-neck' in foreign
control. As soon as he became prime minister Disraeli sought
to buy the shares of the French company, but failed. Two years
later the shares of the Khedive were for sale. No time was to be
lost. Parliament was not sitting, but the government acted on
its own responsibility and purchased the shares over the heads
of the French, who were also bargaining for them. Among the
many letters of congratulation was one from the Queen's eldest
grandson, the future German Kaiser, still living (when these
words are written) as an exile in Holland, and at that time a boy
of sixteen. A few months later the Prince of Wales was sent on
the first visit of a member of the royal family to India, and the
title of Empress of India was conferred by parliament on the
Queen. The Queen took henceforth a very keen interest in all
that concerned the Indian Empire, employed two Indian servants
at Windsor Castle, and amused herself by taking lessons in
Hindustani.

The Balkan Question. But meanwhile what was in those days
called the Near Eastern Question, the problem of the Balkans,
had flared up as it did from time to time. At that time the
European part of the Turkish Empire included the whole
Balkan peninsula south of the Danube except a small kingdom
of Greece in the south and a small kingdom of Serbia round
Belgrade, both of which had become independent in the early
part of the nineteenth century. All the rest, inhabited by mixed
populations of Serbs^ Bulgars, Greeks, and Albanians, was
governed;, or misgoverned, by the Turkish sultan from Con-
stantinople. In 1875 the Serbs of Bosnia rose ia rebellion against
Turkey and the Bulgars of what is now Bulgaria followed suit.
The Turks got the better of their rebel subjects and in Bulgaria
perpetrated atrocious massacres in which 12,000 persons were